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If nothing changes, Washington will close the 4th grade Math achievement gap for African American students in 32 years.  Black children can’t wait 32 years. 

Source:  OSPI Research
Access to a high quality education can reduce poverty, yet for the 2009 4th grade WASL, less than ½ of the children from low-income families met the standard for Writing and Math.  
Source:  OSPI Report Card

It is very likely that Black children won’t have access to a high quality public school and highly effective teachers unless dramatic changes are made.  Ask your school board to please increase the authority of and funding for the Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee. 

Source:  The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee

Ninety-two percent of households with grownups who have a college degree read to or tell stories to young children every day.  Black children are counting on us to read to them or tell them stories every day so they can go to college, too.
Source:  2007 King County Community Health Survey

The achievement gap is evidence of the inadequacies of Washington’s education system, not the inadequacies of African American students’ ability to learn.  Black children have a right to a high quality school and highly qualified teachers. 

Source:  The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee

Student success is difficult, if not impossible without access to a high quality school and highly effective teachers.  School board decisions about quality education for Black children determine whether these children fall into the access gap. 

Source:  The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee

In Washington State, over 82% of children of African descent did not meet the Science standard on the 10th grade WASL in 2009.  This percentage can be decreased by ensuring Black children have equal access to a highly effective and qualified teacher.

 Source:  OSPI Report Card

In 2013, all students must meet Math and Science WASL standards to graduate.  School board decisions will affect Black children‘s access to high quality Math and Science teachers so they can go to college.
Source:  OSPI Report Card

Research shows that unconscious racial bias, stereotypes, and other race-linked factors have a significant impact on the patterns of placement and quality of services for African American children.  Black children are counting on us to give OSPI the legal authority to ensure that school districts comply with state and federal civil rights laws.

Source:  The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee

The biggest predictor of student success is a highly effective teacher, yet Math and Science WASL scores for African American students resemble those of students from developing countries.  You can ensure that Joseph has access to better teachers than that. 
Source:  The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee

The longer Black children are in our public schools, the farther behind they fall.  The achievement gap for African American students increased 22% between the 4th and 12 grades.  Our schools should do better than that! 

Source:  The Racial Achievement Gap – McKinsey and Company, 2009

In Washington State, only 20% of African American 10th graders met the Math standard on the WASL in 2009.  By ensuring that only highly effective Math teachers are placed in schools serving African Americans we can also ensure that today’s students won’t be part of that 20%. 

 Source:  OSPI Report Card

The number of African American students in Washington public schools has increased 11.5% in the last ten years, yet 40% of all students of color are at risk of getting a second-rate education.  Black children are counting on us to change that. 

Source:  The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee
Washington is one of the “bottom five states” for closing the achievement gap.  Black children are counting on us to make Washington #1.

Source:  The Education Trust January 2010 Report

